THE   HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

others when the circumstance of his own life would
have led most men to think only of their own needs
and cares."

" Send me a word from the heart that has known
so often how to cheer a friend ! " cries one of his
prot6g6s.

" Shall I ever prove worthy of all the good you
have done me ? " says another letter.

We find him roaming the battlefields round Paris,
often under fire, with his pockets full of cigars for the
wounded. A German officer writes affectionately to
remind him how he saved him from bleeding to death,
and carried him on his own weak back out of the place
of danger. Truly Mrs. Browning was a better judge
of character than her spouse, and Sir Galahad a better
name than Sludge.

At the same time, it would be absurd to depict
Home as a man of flawless character. He had the
weakness of his temperament, and something feminine
in his disposition which showed itself in many ways.
The author, while in Australia, came across a corre-
spondence dating from 1856 between Home and the
elder son of the Rymer family. They had travelled
together in Italy, and Home had deserted his friend
under circumstances which showed inconstancy and
ingratitude. It is only fair to add that his health was
so broken at the time that he could hardly be called
normal. " He had the defects of an emotional
character," said Lord Dunraven, " with vanity highly
developed, perhaps wisely to enable him to hold his
own against the ridicule that was then poured out on
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